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简介

《西方科学的起源》是论述近代以前西方科学的权威教材，也是一部非常优秀的科学史

读物。它结合欧洲科学传统的哲学、宗教和体制背景，深入浅出地介绍了从古希腊到中

世纪晚期各个方面的科学成就。
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Was there truly such a thing as Science in those times? (p1)

We would not be responding to the past as it existed, but examining it throught a modern grid. If we wish to do justice to the historical enterprise, we must take the past for what it was (p2)

We must respect the way earlier generations approached nature, acknowledging that althourgh it may differ from the modern way, it is nonetheless of interst because it is part of our intellectual ancestry. The is the only suitable way of understanding how we become what we are. (p3)

I will distinguish between the craft and theoretical sides of science—a distinction that many ancient and medieval scholars would themselves have insisted upon. (p3)

&#34;natrual philosophy&#34; and &#34;philosophy of nature&#34;, which will also appear frequenty in this book. these are expressions ancient and medieval scholars themselves applied to investigations of the natural world that concentrated on questions of material causation, as opposed to mathemtical analysis. (p3)

The word &#34;know&#34;, seemingly so clear and simple, is almost as tricky as the term &#34;science&#34;; indeed, it brings us back to the distinction between technology and theoretical science. it is one thing to know how to do things, another to know why they behave as they do. (p4)

It shold be clear, then, that in pratical or technological terms, the knowledge of prehisotrical humans was great and growing. But what about theoretical knowledge? What did prehistoric people &#34;know&#34; or believe about the origins of the world in which they lived, its nature, and the causes of its numerous and diverse phonomena? Did they have any awareness of general laws or principles that governed the particular case? Did they even ask such questions? We have very little evidence on this subject.

Prehistorical culture by definition is oral culture. (p4)

It is clear that preliterate people, no less than those of us who live in modern scientific culture, need explanatory principles capable of bringing order, unity, and especially meaning to the apparently random and chaotic flow of events. (p5)
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